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CHAPTER XIII.

Mrs. Higglns Rallies to Her Colors.
Tht Keroah county court convened

on a Tuesday, the second week in De-

cember. The judge coming with his
court reporter to Velpen on Monday
found the river still open. Docciuuer
tad crept softly to Its appointed place
ta tht march ot months with a gentle
heralding of warm, southwest winds.

"Weather breeder," said Mrs. His-gin- s

of the Bon Ami, with a mournful
ahtke of her head. "You mark my

words and remember I said it. It's a
sorry day for the cows when the riv
er's running In December.

Bb. was ervtnB the Judicial party :

aerself, and capably, too. She dearly
laved the time the Courts met. on elth--

--t side of the river; It brousht many
Interesting people to the Um Ami, al-

though not often the judge His com- -

I. In. aimnAi- -, wni a mriRt UflUBlKllv "
konor. and it was due to Louise, who

mad playfully insisted, jic nan n tail-

ored her much against hU will, It

nnit be confessed; for he had a dot ply

worn habit of making straight fur the
hotel from the station and there re-

maining until H,ank. JJruobacher, liv-

eryman, "who never' permitted any

thing to Interfere with or any one to j

usurp his prerogative Ot driving nis
honor to and from Kemah when court

in BABalon. whistled with sluime- -

mn familiarity the following morning i

to make his honor cognizant of tne
tact that. he.'Hank,. was ready. lint
be bad come to the Bon Ami because
Louise wished It," au( he rrKnoiod

u.Hm am via aatiin n 'lien"Z . "V. '
.

4

teet that he was not and had not been
In the dining-room- '. '.

M .iv.V Vt TTIcrvina " AO. .

JStoXl& to h wealh- -

er predictions, "and the supper you i

have prepared tor us is worthy the

SEW

You Are the Best Man in All the
Vvorld

hand that 'serves 1L Kings and po-- .

tentates could ask no better. . Louise.
... jo...Atfctnifflf TOD .1110 Isear cuiiu, j -- -

hope you wQl never go back east.
m...v TTnrla Hammond." said

Ionise, who anew in u

l. .miiIiii thrbuKh this dec--

f iffactlon. "I am sorry to
- heartache, but I am go- -

. a- - rinA'm nnntrv some day.
.' rthelessL"

said the"Sfaybe xr-ma- ybe not,"
"Mni. Hlggjns,'my good worn,

. ... - tha rinVpr- -

- .Jnn, coming on t4ye;dap'st" , - ,
' Wrs. HIg--

.
-C-anker-worm?" rented

- r?na. "MeaaiaV 7t h' ", i : 1

- "Just what.-- . say vBuaci-wuii-

worm rnawlng In dlscon- -
'

4ent at the very core of the fair fruit
cf established: order and peace ta the
eow country?? '; ' :

.. jidont understand, your, non- -

r lAltered the woman In great trepl- -

da'tion. Would his honor consider her
a hopeless atnpld? But what was the

" maa talUng about? Louise looked up,

. a fnsh ot eblor stalnlngr
"MBVM fln-UraU wvn. IrSbtir' m&o&me? young

" . SrnafSrising.
he not iacttlng the iwpuiac. r
rebellion. CUae doctrine and cniBm- -

la It not because of him jhat rooia are

bumpd over the Vry . w . .
helpless homesteader; . . : . .

--For sbame, uncie
claimed ItL'z?.
a nnrUnoni UlUe siij ta. ler C7cs.

7 " ' "v ' . . . '' ... " ..rl iii'ii--. fifiiiU' lia moved Otl

Iyausas, as second

"Yu ore poking fun at me. Tou

ha . n't any rluht to. you know; hut
that's your way.. I don't dare; but Ufa.
HI :;ina doesn't understand."

"Don't you, Mrs. MgsTnsr' --c1

the Judge.
"No, I don't," snapped Mm. His-gin- s,

nd she didn't, but she thought

sho did. "Only If you mean Mr. Rich-ai- d

Gordon, I'll tell you now there
ain't no one in this here n

counlry who can- - hold a tallow cuudlo
to him. 'Just put that lu your pipe aud

smoke It, will you?"
She piled up dishes viciously. She

did not wait for her guests to depart
before she began demolishing the
table. It was a uvuunduus breach of
etiquette, but she didn't care. To have
an ideal shattered ruthlessly is ever
a heart breaking thing.

vrtut my deur Mrs. Hisslns," ex-

postulated the judge.
"You needu't," said that lady, short-

ly, "I don't care," sho went on, "If

the president himself or an archangel

from hen'ven came dowu here and
plastered Dick Gordon with

names from the crown of his little
. ... v. i X. .... VA .All 'nm- - ;

know what they was a talkin about,
and what'B. more they'd better go

back to where they belong und not
como nosln' round in other people's
business when they dou't understand
one slnglo about it. We don't
want 'em pu.tin' their fingers In our
pie when they don't know a thing
about us or our ways. That's my
say," she d. wkh availing sig-

nificance, fluttering herself that no
one could dream but that she was
dealtug In the most off hand general-itUw.- -

She was far too politic to an-

tagonize, and withal too good a wom-

an not to strike for a friend. She
congratulated herself Bhe bad been

true to all her gods and she uau

bef n.
Louise tu,llod m complete sympa-

thy, challenging, the Judge meanwhile
with laughing eyes. Hut the Judge
h uns Kill! much of a boy In spite of

hu grave culling aud mature years

" 'tlWUBHVH n. i..,,twvl tilt tliA tonrwluua rvojiuuoc:, jtviiQiiwu -
shone In his big blue eyes. Mrs. Hlg- -

Ens looked on in uatdlsgulsed amaze
ment. hands on hips.

"Dear, me, suz!" she sputtered, "Is
the'man. gfcnc clean daffy?"

"Won't you Bhake hands with me,

Mrs. Hlgglns?" he asked, gravely. "I

ask your pardon for my levity, and 1

assure you there isn't a man in the
whole world I esteem more or hold
greater faWh inhhan. Dick Gordon or

love so much. I thank you for your
championship of him. I would that be
had more friends like you. LouIbc,

are you ready?"
Their walk to the hotel was a silent

one.1. Later, as she was leaving him to
go to her own room, Louise laid her
hd caressingly on her uncle's
sleeve;.-,'.:- .: " r- '. .

"Uncle Hammond," Bhe said, lmpul
slvclv. ''ybii but you

are the best man in all the world,

"The. very best?" he asked, smiling
ly- - '

"The very best," she repeated, firm
ly.

There was a full calender that term,
and the close of the first 'week found
the. court still wrestling with crimin-

al .cases', with .that of Jesse Slack yet
uncalled. Gordon reckoned that
Black's trial could not" possibly, be
taken up until Tuesday or Wednes-

day of the. following week.--Lon- g be-

fore that, the town began filling up

for the big rustling case. There were

other rustling coses on the criminal
docket, but they 'paled before this one
where the Buspected leader ot a gang
was on trial. The Interested and the
curious did not mean to miss any part
of It They began coming In early in
the week. They kept coming the re-

mainder of that' week and Sunday as
I .u r..r na Iota s Mnndar. de--

layed range riders came scurrying In,

leaving the cattle mostly to shift for
- themselves. The Velpen aggregation,

. ' ,,, Want n l, nam aMo

of the river prett generally until the
gunday, at Jeast, should be past

'.-.T- flate) southeast ot town became
jn imping grounas ior mose unauie

h nuartera at the hoteL aad who
Uye)j too far out to make the nightly

; de home and back In the morning.
' They. were tempted by the unusually

mna weather. These were mostly In--

nt half-breed- but with a good- -

ly gprlntllng" T of ' cowboys of the
rougher order. Camp-fire- s spotted the
piank burning redly at night There
was Wer4rlft-wied- . to-b- e had for

&W4 9l-- T

taiditJa aroundthelr firosVa
and better 'day for

. - Rnmetlmes ther stalked ma
fr the ..tiwt of

.
n h

mttf 'bt-serVic- e" It
pgaMbtoor-.th- e .n:a.7!nit to
- . . ,.,,n rf rnsi(.i

commodate the crowds. Even the of-fir-e

vas Jammed with cots at night.
Mary Wllllston ' bad come in from
White's to be wHh Louise. Sho was
physically strong again, but over
strangely quiet, always somber-eyed- .

CHAPTER XIV.

The Cams Is On.
Contrary to expectation, the caso of

the State ot South Dakota against
Jesse lllack was called soon after the
sitting of the court Mmiday afternoon.
No testimony was Introduced, how-

ever, until the following day. Iuch
by Inch, stop by step, Gordon fought
for a fair Jury through that tense af-

ternoon. Merciless in shrewd exami-

nation, keen to detect hesitancy, pre-

judices sought to be concealed he
cleverly and relcutlessly unearthed.
Chair after chair wus vacated only to
bo vacated miuln. It seemed there was
not a man In the county who had not
hoard somewhat of this much-heralde-

crime If crimo it were. And he who

hud heard was a prejudiced partisan.
How could it be otherwise where feol-In- g

ran so high where holiest men
mustl fult resentment agaluBt the
man who dared to probe tho wound
without extracting the cause of it, and
a hatred and fear curiously intermiu
glud with admiration of the ojtlaw
whoso next move after obtaiulng his
freedom might be to cut out of the tjie reading table have been ad-ccue- ral

cows of their own i .

brands-wh- c?; tainted men. officers ded papers and magazines as fol--

or cowmen, awaited developments
with a consuming interest that was
not above manipulating the lines of

Justice for their own selfish ends?
Yet, despite the obstacles in the way,

Gordon was determined to have an un

prejudiced jury lu so far as It lay in

of
: r ,

rSVL L Ju-- y 5W"'

"it Is a Toujh Strain, Isn't It?"

human power to seat such a one in the
box. So he worked, and worked hard.

' Court adjourned that evening with
the Jury-bo- filled. The state's friends
were feelim? pretty good about it
Langford made his way into the bar
where Gordon was standing apart. He

passed an arm affectionately over his
friend's shoulder.

"You were Inspired, Dick," he said.
"Keep on the same as you have begun
and we shall have everything our own

way."
Hut the fire had died down In the

young lawyer's bearing.
"I'm tired, raul, dead tired," he

said, wearily. "I wish It were over."

"Come to supper then you'll feel

better. You're tired out. It Is a
tough strain, isn't it?" he said, cheer-

ily. He was not afraid. He knew the
fire would burn the brighter again
when there wus need of It in the
morning.

They passed out of the bar together.
At the hotel Mary and Louise were
already seated at the table in the
dining-roo- where the little party us-

ually Bat together when It was pos-

sible to do so. Judge Dale had not
yet arrived. The landlady was in a
worried dispute with Red Sanderson
and a companion. The men were
evidently crOnles. They had their
eyes on two of the three vacant places
at the table.

"But I tell you these places are
taken," persisted the landlady, who

served as head-waitres- when such
services were necessary, which was
not often. Her patrons usually took
and held possession of things at their
own sweet will.

"You bet they are," chimed in Red,
deliberately pulling out a chair next
to Louise, who shivered In recogni
tion.
: "Please " she began, in a small
voice, but got no farther. Something
In his bold, admiring stare choked bar
Into silence. -

"You're a mighty pretty girl. If you

are a trottla' round with the Three
Bars," he grinned. "Plenty time to
change yeur live " 7

- "Just move, will you." said Gordon,
curtly, coming up at that moment
with Langford and shoving him aside
with unceremonious brevity. "This is
my place." He sat down quietly.

"You damned upstart" blustered
Sanderson. "Want a little pistol play.
do you?

"Gentlemen! gentlemen!" implored
the landlady.

"I'm not entering any objection,'
said Gordon, coolly. "Just shoot-w- hy

don't you? You have the drop on
me." .

For a moment It looked as if San
derson would take him at his word

and meet this taunt with Instant death
for the fender of it so black' was his
anger. But encountering La u; ford's
level cue. be read something tb rein.
shrugged his shoulders, replurvd his j

pistol and sauntered off with his com-

panion Just as Judge Dale came upon

the acene. Langford glanced quickly
across the table V i!acr. Her eyes

were wide with startled horror. She.
too. had seen. Just above Red Sander- -

son tcmpie ana enenums irom me
forehead up Into the hair was an ugly at
scar noi line mv wu r cm, cm

! a It the flesh might have been deep
j y bruised by some blunt weapon.
I "Mary! How pale you are!" cried

Louise, In alarm.
"I'm haunted by that man," she

continued, biting her Up to keep from
crying out against the terrors of this
country. "He's always showing up la
unexectcd places. I shall die it I
ever meet him alone."

"You need not be afraid," said Gor-

don, speaking quietly from his place
at her side. Louise flashed him a
swift, bewildering smile of gratitude.

Under this cover the young ranch-

man comforted Mary, whom the
others had temporarily forgotten, with
a long, carressing look from his hand-

some eyes that was a pledge of tire
less vigilance and an unforgottmg
watchfulness ot future protection.

To be Continued

LIBRARY TALK.

In the month of January there
were drawn from the library 1211
lv,w-L-- c nf li'fTprinf rlaSKPS. and to

rt
lows:

"Every bodys," monthly.
"Cosmopolitan," monthlj'.
"St. Nicholas," monthlj'.
"Youths' Companion," weekly.
"Appeal to Reason," weekly.
Mrs. J. W. Dunham has con

tributed about thirty magazines
different titles, to the table,

Mrs. D. D. Gil has given
"Great Men and Famous Women,,

and Mrs. M. J. Ray the "Pros'
pector" (Author Conner) to the
library.

To the high school essayists it
seems prooer to notice that the
publication of their names was
against the desire of the librar.-a- n,

for he saw no particular ad-

vantage in advertising the names
of the disappointed authors and

there must be four of them. Your
critics are two school teachers, a

doctor, a lawyer and an editor.
In so far as their decision is con-rrm- d

thev are strangers, as
they should have been, to your

names. The prizes will be hand-

ed to the winners on the evening

of the school entertainment, by

Mr. F. J. Clinkinbeard, the pres

ident of the board of library di-

rectors. And here it seems a fit-

ting time for the librarian to sug-

gest that these contests between

pupils of our high school, now in

augurated, may be repeated each

year; provided some publje spir

ited citizen or citizens would sub
scribesay fifteen to twenty dol

lars, the same to be divided into

three prizes and awarded under
direction of the library board of

directors.
W TV is the winner of 1st

prize and No III the 2nd.
The Librarian.

fiaw Mexico Bargains
240 acres of very fine land six

and a half miles southeast oi
Raton, New Mexico. No im

orovements. Land lies well.r -

Price $6 per acre.
270 acres of land eight, miles

south of Raton, New Mexico, on

the Canadian nver. 175 acres
subject to irrigation, balance
good pasture land. 150 acres in
cultivation, including 50 acres of
alfalfa. Three small houses on

the land; good fences; land has a

third interest in irrigating ditch,
with plenty of water always. $30

per acre, ixaton is a cnyoi eitm
thousand people, and- - is a" good

market for everything that can

be produced on a farm.
3,050 acres of extra fine land,

160 in cultivation, mostly in al
falfa; five-wi-re fence; nice orch-

ard and garden; 22-roo- m house
and two large store rooms; hay

barn, corrals, cow barns, carnage
bouse, horse barns, etc : Price

$10 per acre. This property lies
next to the Santa Fe railroad in
New Mexico, and adjoins a good

town of five hundred people.
' 2500 acres all fenced and cross-fence- d,

fifteen miles from rail
road and town of 1200 people; COO

acres under irrigation, four ranch

houses, three barns, two big cor

rals, three mowing machines, two

hay rakes, hay press, 30 head o

work horses and mules, 600 head

of Hereford cattle, 18 thorough
hreS. Hereford tul'a: 5 wa-- w

auu itaiiibo:!. -

:t,f. , , tm to three tons the
' ' , . . n inn

"-- ! -
.

-- -

railroad; road to railroad is as reed

ra- - k. found 10 tne
world. This place is only six
miles from free fuel, and ten

miles of saw mills, lumber being

delivered at the place for $10 per
thousand. Present owner has
lived on the olace fortv years and fair
has mad a biff fortune from the
hav and livestock. He is willing
to nuit work and offers the place.
including everything mentioned
above, for S17.50 per acre, on

easv terms- - in

Manv other nice farm and
ranch properties in New Mexico

f...t. fnlVr information1U1 oa iw a v i
1

call on Chas. L. Smith at the
News office. m

pot

Congressional Convention.

The Republicans of the Third
uc;,i HUfrw-- t f the state

nf will meet in delegate
i r.rartn I

convenuun m iuc v w.
vi. r,M...-- -J , arv , 28., 1908.. at ,

11 o'clock a. m., for the purpose
nf rtm;naH-no-

.
a Reoublican can--

didate for candidate for congress
for said district. Also to elect

. !
lol-crat- po to the KeDUDUCan I" v I

national convention to be held in
1

Chicairo. June 16. 1908, and to
home committeemen for the

congressional committee of said
district for the ensuing term.

The basis of representation in
said convention will be one dele
gate for each 200 votes or major
fraction thereof cast for C. JU.

Denton for secretary of state in

1906. The apportionment from
each county of delegates in said
convention, on the above basis, I

. a 7

the several counties oi tne ais-- i
trict will be as follows: I

Chautauqua
o I

Cherokee...,
Cowley 16

Crawtord ! I

LaDntte
Elk

is I

Montgomery 29

S::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::io
1

The election of the delegates to

said convention will be by dele- -
a a

cate county convention in each l

of said counties, and the eliction I

of delegates to each county con' j

vention will be under tne airec--

tionof the various county cen- -

tral committees. I

recommended tne0f walks,
chairman of the county central i

committee in each of the counties I

certify the names of all congres -

sional delegates and alternates as
coWted to this committee at I

Pittsburg, Kansas.
By order of Third Congression

al Committee.
J. A. NUTTMAN,

II. Cavakkss. Sec Chairman.
January 14, 1908.

TO THE VOTERS OF THE
CITY OF BAXTER .

ennmrfre ImiJIUala
. . . l

vtar nr nanxas. cuuuir w
x.c.iCherokee, city oi oaxier opraB,

I

All voters of the city of Baxter
- rkar-lr- a ISprings, county

state of Kansas, are hereby re-

quired to register at the office of

the city clerk of said city not la

ter than ten days before election
K fire Tups- -

ri- -r said has opened a

new set of registration books and!

all persons are required to regis--

ter in said books within said pre

scribed time to be entitled to vote

at said election.
Witness my hand this 12th day

of February, 1908.

C M. Jonks, Mayor.

Attest: Gbo. C Coknor,
seal, City Clerk.

- from route J.
Farmers are very busy in wis

vicinity.
Charlie Hedges and family of

ri.i. n visited friends on tne

creek Sunday.
Mrs. Minnie QuPw and her

parents dined Sunday with ac

quaintances on Five Mile,
Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Reed and

sons dined Sunday with Mrs.

Joe Ewers.
Charlie Cromer helped George,

tr a t U,lm 4a TtA -

Bert Estaorook hauled lumber

old Dorsey land.
M. ad Mrs. Ed. Degraffin

drove to Galena Monday.
Ellis Comer is sick with the

grip.
Joe Ewers is quite Rick. Dr;

Drown of Galena is attending
him. . .

Gregg .Ewers attended the Elks
Thursday evening

Bert Baker is helping his sister
during her husband's sickness.

Dock Minton has gone to Sag
inaw to prove to his sister , te
isn't the dead man who was found

a shaft some time ago.
Tony Starina of Tennessee

Prairie had a bad accident the
first ot tne weeK. jus team ra

a. .

awaw with a wncat arm ana te
tan ir led in the lines, ms- V

collar bone was broken and he
was badly bruised.

l.tJ" re la" onc
woman who stays at home while
her husband attends the all
niirht card came on Five Mile- -
Saturday nights. Some men

. .
tnK a woman nas noiom iuu
but go througn tne same oia mo--

notonous routine day in and day
out; yet witti song ana smiie sne

keAirr1i a vrMf i ti rr na tietifuva . .. vKv.w..fc .
only rewara tne affection oi ner

e ii .!.. ' a.1
family ana even uiu someumc,
withheld.

Mrs. Howson and her mother
visited with Mrs. Degraffinreed
Monday.

Ed Degraffinreed is movirg
from the Murry place to a farm
near Crestline.

SCHOOL NOTES.
The score was 3S to 21 in favor

0f vebb City between Webb and
Baxter Friday night.

- ... . . a. a

The high school will give a
box supper for the benefit of the

Hknva ViacL-a-r hall (cam. Fridar

It is that and if they donotcome

of city

""J " " '
evening, reb. zs. - .every one is
invited to come.

The school entertainment will
be given at Library Theatre Fri- -

Nay evening, Feb. 21.

j t as the weather
ttl es worir win be resumed in

h v f sidewalk ' buildine.
R-

-
ht bere we want to caution

some property owners about the
tett:nff 0f contracts to outside
parties The walks will have to
k-- accepted by the city inspector

up to ttfe requirements they will'
rejectea Then, of course, if

the property owner has paid for

tnfi walk he will be loser.

WANTED
A representative in this county

by a large real estate corpora
tion. Special inducements to
those who wish to become finan
cially interested.

Tha Rial Estata Saaarity Co

Fort Dearborn Bldg, Chicago,IlL
" ,
JJon t iorgei mat loe jw

orinterv is the place to get
,

an
r . i

luo-to-date and showy sale bill.- -
we nave luc .iypc, fiav -

. , j. 1 A -- tner ma.cr... -
jOU QUI a UUC Ulll, uu w w
do it in a hurry, too.

CITY DRAY LINE,
ED. COVEY, Proprietor.

tides of all lands hauled at rea

onable rates

When in town nor' Try the mrr0 WM iV,M

JH 0. H. FRAZEE, Prop. ;r

Up-To-D- ate Barber Shop, 7

O. O. Roberts," Propr. ;

. At Shop Early and Late

Good Barbers Best .treatment "

1st door NORTH of Baxter Kdw to

L --B. WATSOU, lYcH-t- T 1 .

Dealer b .

Fruit axdOnicl Ti

.1 I

f.
!'

r.l

V''

' Miadlst '

t. -

r.

V".
V
v.

'
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